Influence of prostaglandin E1 on heavy proteinuria in slightly azotaemic diabetics.
Treatment of non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus patients with nephropathy of the nephrotic type using 40 micrograms prostaglandin E1 given intravenously twice daily for 4 weeks reduced the urinary protein concentration. Prostaglandin E1 also increased the total serum protein and serum albumin concentrations, and reduced creatinine clearance and plasma renin activity following frusemide loading. Treatment with the prostaglandin did not, however, significantly affect the blood urea nitrogen and the serum creatinine concentration. It is concluded that prostaglandin E1 has overt effects on diabetic nephropathy.